
 

 

 

GARDEN NEWSLETTER 
December 2020 

___________________ 

Hello Green & Gold Community Garden 
Supporters 
We are pleased to send you our 2020 season’s end 
newsletter. Thank you for helping to make our 12th 
year a success – despite the pandemic restrictions 
and another summer of less-than perfect weather! 
 

Sad news 
Many of you will have heard that our dear friend, 
Shirley, died this Fall. Shirley was a co-founder of 
the Green & Gold Community Garden and the 
longtime “garden manager”. 
 
Among the many tributes to Shirley we received, 
perhaps the one word that stood above all the rest 
was her kindness. With her farming background, 
university studies, and agricultural research work, 
she was also a tremendous mentor and teacher to 
all of us.  
 
Shirley dedicated herself to ensuring the Garden 
flourished and continued to benefit women in 
Rwanda through the Tubahumurize Association. 
 
We will greatly miss her gentle presence and 
guidance. The Garden she created will be a 
beautiful tribute to Shirley in the years to come. 

 

 
Shirley receives Tubahumurize plaque from Jeanne Mwiliriza, 

in Rwanda, in 2011 

 
The garden season & funds raised 
It was another wet, cool summer this year, with 
some flooding early in the season that destroyed 
much of the potatoes, cucumber, squash, and corn 
crops. Fortunately, many other crops flourished, in 
particular, the leafy greens, herbs, garlic, orchard 
fruits, and flowers. 
 
From April 1 to November 30, 2020, the funds raised 
for Tubahumurize totalled $33,175. This included 
Garden produce donations, donations made in 
Shirley’s honour, and handicraft sales. All funds 
raised for Tubahumurize are managed through the 
University of Alberta accounting systems, by the 
Faculty of Agricultural, Life and Environmental 
Sciences (ALES). Thank you to Debby Topinka for all 
her help managing the Garden finances. 
 

Volunteers 
This year, to comply with COVID protocols, we held 
extra gardening sessions most days of the week, 
with smaller groups of volunteers. This worked 
really well and allowed volunteers to garden at 
more convenient times. About 150 volunteers 
helped at the Garden this year, including about 25 
new volunteers. 
 
Special thanks to Paul and Kirsten Hansen, from the 
University of Alberta Farm, for getting equipment 
ready and making it available to us, providing 
compost throughout the season, and taking away 
the piles of weeds. The Garden would be very 
different without their support! 
 
Thanks also to new volunteer, Wes Clyne, for taking 
on maintenance of the rototiller and mowers. 

http://www.rwandanwomencan.org/


 

 

 

 
Wes Clyne maintains Garden machinery in his home workshop 

Longtime volunteer, Sam Harbison built a wonderful 
solar food dehydrator for the Garden and dried 
many vegetables and fruits. This is something we 
hope to do more of in the future. Thank you Sam! 
 

 
Sam Harbison with the dehydrator he built 

 

Other news 
Because of Shirley’s successful grant application to 
the Government of Canada’s New Horizons for 
Seniors, we will have a new hoop house ready for 
spring planting in 2021. Construction of the hoop 

house is almost complete, with the plastic to be 
installed in spring, along with raised beds, and 
installation of the watering system. The plan is to 
name the hoop house in Shirley’s honour. 
 
Special thanks to Ross and Tim Langmaid for leading 
the hoop house construction project, and to Dave 
Bennett for his help. 

 
Construction of the new hoop house 

News from Tubahumurize  
The funds raised by the Green & Gold Community 
Garden are sent to the Tubahumurize Association 
for women in Rwanda. Tubahumurize provides 
trauma counselling for women victims of violence, 
vocational training through the Sewing and 
Embroidery School, micro-credit loans and health 
education. 
Twenty young women completed the sewing course 
this year, and a new sewing class, with 50 students, 
will start in January 2021. The Tubahumurize sewing 
cooperative continues to make the handicrafts and 
has also begun making cloth masks. Women in the 
cooperative earn a higher wage than they would 
earn working alone.  
Due to the pandemic and the drop in tourism in 
Rwanda, Tubahumurize handicraft sales through 

http://www.rwandanwomencan.org/


 

 

 

the sewing cooperative, in Kigali, have been less 
than usual. However, the demand for counselling 
services has increased markedly, paralleling a rise in 
poverty and domestic abuse resulting from the 
economic and social impacts of the pandemic. 
 

 
Graduating class of sewing students at Tubahumurize in 2020 

 

Tubahumurize handicrafts for sale 

We have a new shipment of Tubahumurize 
handicrafts, including ecofriendly, cotton face 
masks in beautiful African fabrics. All funds from 
handicraft sales are returned to Tubahumurize.  
Some of the handicrafts we have available:  

• for health – cloth face masks ($10 each or 3 

for $25) 

• for the kitchen - placemats, eco trivets, 
oven mitts and aprons 

• for the kids or home décor - cloth animals 
(elephants and giraffes, and baby mobiles) 

• for purses, computers and short trips - bags 
of all sorts and sizes 

• for the fun loving - animal key chains 

• just because – reusable heart bags for 
showing love and kindness 

• woven basket bowls for special things. 
Handicrafts can be viewed at your convenience or 

ordered by contacting us at email: 

gggarden@ualberta.ca 

 

 

 

Garden Seeds Fundraiser  

Early in the new year we’ll be participating in a seed 

ordering fundraiser from West Coast Seeds. This will 

give you a chance to order vegetable, flower and 

herb seeds for your garden from their fundraising 

website while raising funds for the Green & Gold 

Community Garden. 

Here is how it works: when you order your seeds 

from the fundraising website you select the Green 

& Gold Community Garden as the fundraising 

organization. Your seeds will be shipped to 

Edmonton, free of charge, for pickup from Garden 

volunteers. 

Everyone benefits! You will receive wonderful West 

Coast Seeds for your 2021 garden, and the Green & 

Gold Community Garden will receive 40% of the 

seed packet price to put towards garden equipment 

and supplies needed for the 2021 season.  

Seeds were in short supply in 2020 and this 

fundraiser will give all of us a head start on the next 

gardening season! 

We will send out an email reminder and 

instructions in the last week of January 2021, 

when the program is launched. This will direct you 

to the West Coast Seeds fundraising website where 

you can see the selection of seeds available. The 

fundraising seed orders will be accepted for three 

weeks, from late January to mid-February. The 

Green & Gold Community Garden will receive a list 

of customers who have ordered fundraising seeds 

and we will notify you as soon as your seeds are 

available for pick up in Edmonton, in March. 

mailto:gggarden@ualberta.ca
https://fundraising.westcoastseeds.com/collections/all


 

 

 

Special thanks to our 2020 donors 
Many thanks to the donors who kindly provided us 
with seeds, gardening supplies, grant funding, and 
other support this year: 

• Annette Grochmal 

• CN Rail 

• Edmonton Organic Growers Guild 

• Edmonton Potato Growers 

• Government of Canada. New Horizons for 
Seniors 

• Mr. Fothergill’s Seeds 

• TD Friends of the Environment Foundation 

• 20/20 Seed Labs Inc. 

• West Coast Seeds. 
 

Want to volunteer with us? 
We can always use more help in the Garden and 
with non-gardening tasks (communications, grant 
applications, handicraft sales). No gardening 
experience is needed! If you would like to volunteer 
in 2021 please e-mail us at: gggarden@ualberta.ca 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Shirley at the Garden 

 
.

 

Garden email: gggarden@ualberta.ca 

Website: www.greengoldgarden.com 
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http://www.greengoldgarden.com/

